
11 
 

LITTLE BROTHER adapted by Josh Costello from the novel by Cory Doctorow – Large 
Cast Version  

 
 

“A” 
SEVERE HAIRCUT (holding up MARCUSʼs phone) What's this 
for? 
MARCUS Am I under arrest? 
SEVERE HAIRCUT You're being detained by the Department of 
Homeland Security. 
MARCUS Am I under arrest? 
SEVERE HAIRCUT (surprised by his resistance) You're going to 
be more cooperative, Marcus, starting right now. 
MARCUS I would like to contact an attorney. I would like to know 
what I've been charged with. I would like to see some form of 
identification from each of you. 
SEVERE HAIRCUT I think you should reconsider your approach 
to this situation. We found you and your confederates near the site 
of a major terrorist attack. You were out on the street after 
everyone else reported to appropriate shelters. And we found a 
number of suspicious devices on your person. 
MARCUS I would like to speak to an attorney. 
SEVERE HAIRCUT You're under the mistaken impression that 
you've been picked up by the police for a crime. You need to get 
past that. You are being detained as a potential enemy combatant 
by the government of the United States. If I were you, I'd be 
thinking very hard about how to convince us that you are not an 
enemy combatant. Because there are dark holes that enemy 
combatants can disappear into, where you can just vanish. 
Forever. (Rapidly running out of patience.) Are you listening to me 
young man? I want you to unlock this phone. I want you to 
account for yourself: why were you out on the street? What do you 
know about the attack on this city? 
MARCUS How is Darryl? 
SEVERE HAIRCUT Who? 
MARCUS Darryl. You picked us up together. My friend. Someone 
had stabbed him in the Powell Street BART. That's why we were 
up on the surface. To get him help. 
SEVERE HAIRCUT I'm sure he's fine, then. 
MARCUS You don't know? You haven't got him here? 
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SEVERE HAIRCUT Who we have here and who we don't have 
here is not something we're going to discuss with you, ever. That's 
not something you're going to know. 
MARCUS ...I'm not going to unlock my phone for you. 
SEVERE HAIRCUT What have you got to hide? 
MARCUS I've got the right to my privacy. 
SEVERE HAIRCUT This is about your security, Marcus. Say 
you're innocent. You could have been on that bridge when it blew. 
Your parents could have been. Don't you want us to 
catch the people who attacked your home? 
MARCUS Lady, as far as I can tell, you're the only one who's 
attacked me lately. I thought I lived in a country with a constitution. 
I thought I lived in a country where I had rights. You're talking 
about defending my freedom by tearing up the Bill of Rights. 
SEVERE HAIRCUT You want to preserve the Bill of Rights? Help 
us stop bad people from blowing up your city. Now, you have 
exactly thirty seconds to unlock that phone before I 
send you back to your cell. This is your last chance, kid. Honest 
people don't have anything to hide.  


